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fromtheCEO 


On behalf of Chairman Frank Lowy and 
the Board of Football Federation 
Australia, it is with great pleasure that 
| welcome our distinguished guests, 
players, officials, and supporters to 
these fixtures of international 
significance. 


It is fitting that these two matches 
should take place against our Asian 
neighbours and we hope further 
integration will occur in the future. 


The first match in the Powerade Series 
against Iraq is an historic one, as we 
welcome our Asian neighbours to 
sydney for the first time in 33 years for 
a match that endorses peace and unity through football. 


Despite obvious hardships and trauma endured in their home 
country, lrag’s passion and fervour for the world game has not 
wavered, and their impressive results on the international 
Stage are testament to this. 


At last year’s Athens Olympics, a spirited Iraqi side sealed a 
semi final spot after defeating our Australian team 1-0 at the 
quarter-final stage. 


It is also terrific that the Qantas Matildas will participate in 
this historic night by playing the curtain-raiser against Japan. 


The second match against Indonesia will be significant as we 
contribute to the raising of funds for the victims of Asia’s 
Boxing Day tsunami. 
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Indonesia has been one of the worst 
countries affected by the disaster, so it 
is fitting that they should be our 
opponents on this occasion. 


Our senior national team has not been 
to Western Australian shores since 
June 1995 and tonight's match 
provides Perth football fans with an 
ideal opportunity to see Australia’s 
best mix it with one of Asia’s emerging 
football nations. 


As we continue on the Road To 
Germany, these matches will provide 
important preparation ahead of June’s 
Confederations Cup in Germany. 


Our team will be in action many more times this year, both at 
home and abroad and we hope to see you join us for what Is 
sure to be a thrilling ride towards what we hope will be our 
first World Cup berth in 32 years. 


Enjoy these matches. 


John O'Neill 
Chief Executive Officer 
Football Federation Australia 


Australia & Iraq Teams 


Indonesia Squad 


Matildas and Japan Squads 
(23) A Bright New Dawn 
Australia vs Iraq/Indonesia 
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We comefromStatePremiers 


MESSAGE FROM NSW PREMIER 


The return of a free lrag to international competition is one of 
the happiest outcomes of Iraq's liberation. 


And Iraq's progress to the bronze medal match against Italy at 
last year's Olympics was among the triumphs of modern 
football. 


It is therefore with a great sense of honour that | welcome the 
lraqi team to Australia and to Sydney — Australia’s football 
capital. 


The lraq-Australia match brings together two well-matched 
sides on the long and arduous road to Germany in 2006. 


But above all, this match will be a display of goodwill and 
international harmony in a city built on tolerance and mutual 
respect. | know it will have a wide and appreciative audience. 


On behalf of the families of NSW, | wish the players from both 
sides well and hope this visit will create many long-lasting 
friendships between our two nations and peoples. 


inte CanS 


Bob Carr 


Premier 


MESSAGE FROM WA PREMIER 


Western Australia is proud to welcome the Qantas Socceroos 
and the Indonesian National Team to Perth for this special 
International match. 


Perth is a proud host of international sport, and through our 
local team the Perth Glory we are strong supporters of 
football. Subiaco Oval has seen some amazing major events in 
recent years, and we hope that this International match will 
have local football fans joining with interstate and 
international visitors to cheer on both teams. 


| extend a warm welcome to everyone visiting Perth for this 
match and encourage you to take in some of Western 
Australia’s many unique natural attractions and experiences 
and enjoy our relaxed and cosmopolitan lifestyle. 


Tonight's game is not only important in a sporting sense, but it 
will also make an important contribution to a solidarity fund 
that will assist in reconstructing the footballing infrastructure 
in areas affected by the recent tsunami, including the 
rebuilding of pitches and supply of equipment to communities. 


The Western Australian Government is proud to lend its 
support for this match and congratulates Football Federation 
Australia for its commitment to coordinating this one-off 
fundraising event in Perth. 


Good luck to both teams and | wish all those involved a 
successful event and an enjoyable stay in Western Australia. 


Dr Geoff Gallop MLA 


Premier 


RoadioGermany 


2005 FIFA Confederations Cup/2006 FIFA World Cup 
Oceania 2006 World Cup Qualifiers (2004 Oceania Nations Cup) 


Stage 1 

Split into two groups of five, Stage 1 featured all 
Oceania Football Confederation members, except 
Australia and New Zealand, who were automatically 
seeded into Stage 2. American Samoa, Cook Islands, 
Fiji, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, Tahiti, Tonga and Vanuatu played in 
Samoa and Solomon Islands between 11-20 May. 

Fiji, Solomon Islands, Tahiti and Vanuatu won through 
to Stage 2. 


Stage 2 

Australia, New Zealand, plus the four Stage 1 
qualifiers (Fiji, Solomon Islands, Tahiti and Vanuatu) 
played each other once in a league system between 
May 29-June 6 in Adelaide 

The winner, Australia, and runner-up, Solomon Islands, 
advanced to Stage 3 (Oceania Nations Cup 
Final/Oceania World Cup play-off). 


Stage 3 (Oceania Nations Cup Final) 
Australia and the Solomon Islands played-off over two 
legs, with Australia re-claiming the Oceania Nations 
Cup title 11-1 on aggregate after a 5-1 win in Honiara 
and 6-0 victory in Sydney. 


Australia now qualify for the 2005 FIFA Confederations 
Cup. 


9 June — Australia v New Zealand, London 
(International match} 


2005 Confederations Cup (15-29 June) 
15 June — Australia v Germany, Frankfurt 

18 June — Australia v Argentina, Nuremberg 

21 June — Australia v Tunisia, Leipzig 

25/26 June — Semi finals, Nuremberg, Hanover 
29 June — Final, Frankfurt 


Stage 3 (World Cup) 

Australia and Solomon Islands to play-off home and 
away in September 2005 for the right to advance to the 
Oceania/South America play-off. 


Oceania/South America play-off 

The winner of Stage 3 (World Cup) will play-off against 
the fifth placed South American nation in late 2005 for 
a berth at the 2006 FIFA World Cup in Germany. 

The draw for the 2006 FIFA World Cup is due to take 
place on December 9. 


2005 FIFA World Youth Championship 
(Netherlands, 10 June - 2 July) 

Australia (under 20s) qualified for the 2005 FIFA World 
Youth Championship after winning the Oceania 
qualifying tournament held in the Solomon Islands in 
January/February. 

Australia have been drawn in Group A of the 24-team 
tournament alongside the Netherlands, Japan and Benin. 
Friday 10 June — Australia v Benin, with all matches 
to be played in Kerkrade. 


Wednesday 15 June — Australia v Netherlands 
Saturday 18 June — Australia v Japan 

16 teams will progress to the knockout second stage 
with the final to be held in Utrecht on July 2. 


2005 FIFA Under 17 World Championship 
(Peru, 16 September - 2 October) 

Australia will compete in the Oceania qualifying 
tournament in New Caledonia April 3 - 15. 
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By Jonathan Cook 
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If it wasn't for the persuasion of his father, Chris, Stan Lazaridis might never have played for 
Australia, let alone become one of the country's most recognisable overseas-based stars. 


Lazaridis, whose career has taken him 
all the way to the English Premier 
League where he currently plays for 
Birmingham City, was just six years old 
when he was dragged along to watch 
his older brother Gary in a training 
session in suburban Perth. 


Until that day, he had no interest in 
chasing a round ball across a sandy 
field. But when the team needed an 
extra player to make up the numbers, 
Lazaridis was hooked. 


“| joined in and | did well against these 
boys who were four years older than 
me, and that was It really,” he said. 


Fast forward 26 years, and Lazaridis 
has a wealth of memories; of glorious 
highs and some excruciating lows; of 
scintillating runs at flailing defenders, 
last-ditch tackles, and even the 
occasional wonder goal. 


It might have been a stroke of good 
fortune that got him started, but no 
shortage of hard work has lifted him 


from junior ranks at Kingsway Olympic 
to the very summit of world football. 


The English Premier League, where 
hard work, a biting competitive edge 
and being able to cope with a game 
played at a furious pace are 
prerequisites for individual success, 
could have chewed up a young and 
admittedly naive Lazaridis and spat 
him asunder. 


Instead, after an initial 12-month 
period that had him questioning 


his future at West Ham United, he 
thrived. 


“| look back to when | first came here 
and it was very difficult to break in. But 
| got my chance. 


“It's getting harder now for players to 
come in because there's less money in 
the game and clubs are not taking 
gambles on bringing players over. They 
have to be ready,” he said. 


“But It wasn't given to me on a plate. 
In the first year it cost me money to be 
here, it was very difficult. 


“It's very expensive, it’s tough, It’s 
competitive, you've got young boys 
who are mature by 18 or 19 and | don't 
think | matured until | was 24 or 25. 
You become streetwise. | wasn’t 
streetwise when | came over and some 
people picked that. 


“But | said I'm not going to leave until 
I've given my best. After about 15 
months it just clicked. 


“| know I'm very fortunate to be in the 
situation | am but it hasn't been 
without hard work and sacrifice.” 


Nor has it been without heartbreak. 


Australia’s hoped-for move into Asia, 
where the Socceroos will have a more 
equitable path to future World Cup 
competitions, has come too late to 
rescue Lazaridis from another bout of 
post-qualification blues. 


Only he, and the squad selected by 
coach Frank Farina, can ensure a 
satisfactory end to the months of 
preparation and the endless hours of 
hard work. 


At 32, and having endured so much in 
previous World Cup exertions, this will 
be Lazaridis’ last campaign. 


“You do one campaign it's hard 
enough. You do a second one and you 
get knocked out again, you do a third 
one — It takes a lot out of you.” 


In the most recent qualification 
experience of 2001, he had hoped it 


would be a case of third time lucky 
after Australia’s previous efforts to 
reach the 1994 finals in the United 
States and France 1998 had ended in 
sporting tragedy. 


In Montevideo, the Socceroos were 
heckled, harassed and suffered a 
sleep-interrupted night before being 
mauled into submission and dumped 
at the final hurdle. 


It was yet another hard-to-swallow 
moment for Lazaridis, who has made it 
his mission to reach football's greatest 
stage since taking his first tentative 
steps in the international arena under 
the late Eddie Thomson and assistant 
coach Raul Blanco in 1993. 


“Whenever I've been fully fit I've 
always been there, so | can look back 
and have no regrets about missing out 
on any games for Australia,” he said. 


“The only regret | have is that we still 
haven't made the World Cup, and 
that's why I'm still going. 


“| represented Australia at a young 
age and from then | was fortunate 
enough to come over to England and 
have a successful career, so far. 


“It's always been an honour to play for 
my country. 


It's never been a financial thing. You 
set goals in your life and one of those 
| set is to play in a World Cup.” 


Lazaridis is reluctant to stick out his 
neck and make bold predictions about 
closing the curtain on his international 
career on German soil next year. 


Experience has taught him to take 
nothing for granted. But, just as he has 
on previous occasions, Lazaridis hopes 
the stars are aligned in the Socceroos’ 
favour this time. 


“It's a heavy schedule but | have to say 
with the new people in charge it’s all 
very optimistic. 


“The game is being run how it should 
be run and I'm very positive about 


qualifying now. There is so much going 
into the preparation. 


“But you still don’t know whether we'll 
get there until that final game in South 
America. 


“Hopefully our key players, the Harry 
Kewells and Mark Vidukas, are all fit 
and on form. That's what it will come 
down to.” 


The matches against Iraq, in Sydney, 
and Indonesia, in Perth, are part of the 
painstaking preparation that has gone 
into ensuring this campaign is the one 
that breaks the drought. 


The game at Subiaco Oval, which ends 
a barren spell of another kind in that it 
is the first Socceroos match to be 
played in Perth since 1995, will be 
particularly satisfying for Lazaridis, 
who was in Australia’s line-up the last 
time a senior international was played 
in WA 10 years ago. 


Back then, Ghana was the opponent 
and the African visitors inflicted a 1-0 
loss on a host team that included 
defender Tony Popovic, who is still 
chasing World Cup glory, and current 
Socceroos assistant coach Graham 
Arnold. 


Nothing less than a win against the 
visitor this time will appease a WA 
crowd that Lazaridis hopes will contain 
a noisy contingent of Perth Glory fans. 


“I'm really looking forward to it and 
hopefully we'll get a good crowd. It 
will be special for me because it's 
been such a long time since | played 
(at home). I'm glad Perth has finally got 
a game. 


“| think the public have deserved it. 


“It's also a good opportunity for Perth 
Glory fans to warm-up for their season 
coming up.” 


Lazaridis has indicated that he wants 
to end his playing days in Australia’s 
new Hyundai A-League, though he has 
at least another season to run on his 
current Birmingham contract. 
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A return to Perth would be a fitting end 
to a career that has taken Lazaridis 
around the globe. 


That the trend these days is for so 
many players to establish themselves 
at overseas clubs before forging a 
position in the national team is 
another indication of just how long 
Lazaridis has endured at the height of 
his powers. 


A great deal has changed in the 
international set-up since Thomson 
and Blanco gave the West Adelaide 
winger his first chance in the national 
team. 


“They gave me the opportunity to play 
for Australia and if it wasn’t for 
Australia | may not have played 
overseas, he said of the early 
exposure he had playing for the 
SOCCErOOS. 


After West Ham, where, among other 
triumphs, he scored a memorable long- 
range winner against Newcastle 


Stan baz iies) in action for Birmingham City SEE Chelsea earler UIs #86 season 


United in 1998, he switched to 
Birmingham City and has been such a 
vital part of the mechanics of Steve 
Bruce's team. 


Lazaridis is optimistic that over time, 
the advent of the new domestic 
competition will help reverse the 
relatively recent trend, and that more 
future Socceroos will be plucked from 
the A-League before heading for 
Europe. 


“When | first started playing for 
Australia, there were very few players 
overseas — (now coach) Frank Farina 
took me under his wing when | first 
made the team, there was Robbie 
Slater, Graham Arnold and then later 
on Mark Bosnich — but the Australian 
team was mainly made up of 
Australian-based players. 


“Now, the first 11 is predominantly 
playing overseas. | think that will 
change in the next few years or so 
with the new league. 


i-mode and i-mode logo are trademarks or registered trademarks of NTT Docomo, Inc. in Japan and other countries. ®Registered 
trademark of Telstra Corporation Limited ABN 33 051 775 556. ®Whereis is a registered trademark of Telstra Corporation Limited. 


“We've tended to see players leaving 
Australia when they are 16 and 17 and 
maybe not ready to go overseas and 
they get lost in the wilderness a bit. 


“And then you hear we've got 200 
players overseas and | think blimey | 
can only count 20 or 30, so where are 
the rest playing? 


“If we can stop maybe 100 of those 
players from leaving Australia and 
offer them good contracts back home 
I'm sure they'd love it. 


“| think supporters would be happier 
too because they would see better 
games.” 


For now, though, the A-League will 
take a back seat in Lazaridis’ mind. 
More important for him is the quest to 
reach the 2006 World Cup in Germany. 
And who could begrudge him that? 


e Jonathan Cook is The West 
Australian newspapers football 
writer. 


Born: 9-Jun-75, Adelaide 

Position: Striker 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1996- 
2005] 20 games (9 goals) 

A internationals: 18 games (7 goals) / Other 
internationals: 2 games (2 goals) 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17-— 1991 World Youth Championship 
finals (Italy); Under 20— 1993 World Youth Cup 


Born: 5-Feb-76, Adelaide 

Position: Striker 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1997- 
2004] 32 games (17 goals) 

A internationals: 31 games (17 goals) / 
Other internationals: 1 game 

Underage Australian representative 
honours: Under 20— 1993 World Youth Cup 
lead-up matches, 1995 World Youth Cup 


Born: 22-Aug-75, Bundaberg 

Position: Goalkeeper 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2000- 
2001] 3 games 

A internationals: 3 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1995 World Youth Cup finals (Qatar); 
Under 23— 1996 Olympic Games qualifiers 
Australian Institute of Sport 1992-1993 


Born: 11-Feb-80, Melbourne 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2001- 
2005] 16 games (4 goals) 

A internationals: 16 games (4 goals) 
Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17— 1997 World Youth Championship 
qualifiers; Under 20— 1999 World Youth Cup 


Born: 6-Dec-79, Sydney 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2004] 5 
games (7 goals) 

A internationals: 5 games (7 goals) 

Other Australian representative honours: 
Olympic games — 2004 finals (Athens) 
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finals (Australia); Under 23 — 1996 Olympic 
Games finals (Atlanta) 

Current club: 1860 Munich (Germany) 
Previous clubs (senior): West Adelaide 
(Australia), Young Boys (Switzerland), Bristol 
City (England) 


lead-up matches 

Other Australian representative honours: 
Olympic Games — 2004 finals (Athens) 
Australian Institute of Sport 1992 

Current club: Osasuna (Spain) 

Previous clubs (senior): Adelaide City 
(Australia), Standard Liege (Belgium), Royal 
Antwerp (Belgium), Cremonese (Italy), 
Portsmouth (England), Coventry City (England) 


Current club: Sydney FC (Australia) 
Previous clubs (senior): Brisbane Strikers 
(Australia), Sydney Olympic (Australia), 
Parramatta Power (Australia) 


finals (Nigeria); Under 23— 2000 Olympic Games 
finals (Sydney) 

Australian Schoolboy International 1996 
Australian Institute of Sport 1997 

Current club: Parma (Italy) 

Previous clubs (senior): Bulleen (Victoria), 
Carlton (Australia), Empoli (Italy) 


Current club: Everton (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Sydney United (NSW), 
Millwall (England) 


a 


scottCHIPPERFIELD 


Born: 30-Dec-75, Wollongong 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1998- 
2005] 34 games (10 goals) 

A internationals: 34 games (10 goals) 


Current club: Basel (Switzerland) 
Previous clubs (senior): Wollongong United 


eaten» (NSW), Wollongong Wolves (Australia) 


Featuring the unique NIKE Phuylon mid-sole, the Air Zoom 


Total 90 Ill is engineered to provide optimal comfort and 
superior cushioning — allowing players to perform at their 


peak for the entire game. nikefoofball.com 
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Born: 8-Jan-79, Melbourne 

Position: Defender/Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1998- 
2004] 22 games (2 goals) 


A internationals: 20 games (2 goals) / Other 
internationals: 2 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1997 World Youth Cup qualifiers, 


1999 World Youth Cup finals (Nigeria); Under 23 


— 2000 Olympic Games finals (Sydney) 


i . 

Born: 5-Aug-80, Melbourne 

JasonCULINA Position: Midfielder/Striker 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2005] 1 

game 

A internationals: 1 game 

Underage Australian representative honours: 

Under 17— 1997 World Youth Championship 

qualifiers; Under 20— 1999 World Youth Cup 


Born: 30-May-81, Sydney 
Position: Midfielder 
Socceroo honours: All internationals [2004] 10 
games (3 goals) 

A internationals: 10 games (3 goals) 
Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20-2001 World Youth Cup finals 
(Argentina); Under 23— 2004 Olympic Games 
finals (Athens) 
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BrettEMERTON Born: 22-Feb-79, Sydney 


Position: Midfielder/Defender 

& Socceroo honours: All internationals [1998- 
f 2005] 40 games (10 goals) 
A internationals: 35 games (9 goals) / Other 
internationals: 5 games (1 goal) 
Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17-1995 World Youth Championship 
finals (Ecuador); Under 20— 1997 World Youth 


Born: 5-Oct-79, Melbourne 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1999- 
2005] 14 games 

A internationals: 11 games / Other 
internationals: 3 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1997 World Youth Cup finals 
(Malaysia), 1999 World Youth Cup finals 


VinceGRELLA 


Born: 16-Dec-72, Sydney 

Position: Goalkeeper 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1992- 
2004] 49 games 

A internationals: 46 games / Other 
internationals: 3 games 


Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17— 1989 World Youth Championship 


Australian Schoolboy International 1996 
Victorian Institute of Sport 

Australian Institute of Sport 1996-1997 

Current club: Perth Glory (Australia) 

Previous clubs (senior): Carlton (Australia), 
South Melbourne (Australia), Manchester City 
(England), Royal Antwerp (Belgium), Perth Glory 
(Australia), Parramatta Power (Australia), 
Pahang (Malaysia) 
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finals (Nigeria); Under 23— 2000 Olympic 

Games finals (Sydney) 

Current club: FC Twente (Holland) ‘ 
Previous clubs (senior): Sydney United 

(Australia), Sydney Olympic (Australia), Ajax 

(Holland), Germinal Beerschot (Belgium), De 

Graafschap (Holland) 


StanLAZARIDIS 


JonMcKAIN 
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Current club: Busan I'Cons (South Korea) 
Previous club (senior): Parramatta Power 
(Australia) 


Cup finals (Malaysia), 1999 World Youth Cup 
finals (Nigeria); Under 23— 2000 Olympic Games 
finals (Sydney) 

New South Wales Academy of Sport 
Australian Institute of Sport 1996 

Current club: Blackburn Rovers (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Sydney Olympic 
(Australia), Feyenoord (Holland) 


(Nigeria); Under 23 — 2000 Olympic Games finals 

(Sydney) 

Victorian Institute of Sport 

Australian Institute of Sport 1996 

Current club: Parma (Italy) 

Previous clubs (senior): Springvale City ’ 
(Victoria), Canberra Cosmos (Australia), Carlton 
(Australia), Empoli (Italy), Ternana (Italy) 
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squad member; Under 20-1991 World Youth 
Cup squad member 

Current club: Perugia (Italy) 

Previous clubs (senior): Sydney United 
(Australia), Leicester City (England), Roda JC 
Kerkrade (Holland) 


StephenLAYBUTT 


Sree. ~ Shy 


Born: 3-Sep-77, Lithgow 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1999- 
2004] 18 games (1 goal) 

A internationals: 15 games (1 goal) / Other 
internationals: 3 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 23 ~ 2000 Olympic Games finals (Sydney) 
Australian Institute of Sport 1994-1995 


Born: 16-Aug-72, Perth 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1993- 
2004] 65 games 

A internationals: 54 games / Other 
internationals: 11 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17-1989 World Youth Championship 
qualifiers 


Born: 21-Sep-82, Brisbane 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2004- 
2005] 3 games 

A internationals: 3 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20-2001 World Youth Cup finals 
(Argentina); Under 23 — 2004 Olympic Games 
finals (Athens) 


Born: 13-Feb-81, Melbourne 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: none 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 2001 World Youth Cup finals 
(Argentina); Under 23 — 2004 Olympic Games 
qualifiers 

Australian Institute of Sport 1998-1999 
Victorian Institute of Sport 


Born: 4-Apr-74, Sydney 

Position: Striker 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2002- 
2004] 5 games (3 goals) 

A internationals: 5 games (3 goals) 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1993 World Youth Cup finals 
(Australia); Under 23- 1996 Olympic Games 
qualifiers 


Born: 12-Dec-75, Sydney 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1995- 
2005] 26 games (2 goals) 

A internationals: 24 games (2 goals) / Other 
internationals: 2 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17 — 1991 World Youth Championship 
finals (Italy); Under 20 — 1993 World Youth Cup 
finals (Australia); Under 23 — 1996 Olympic 
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Current club: Ghent (Belgium) 

Previous clubs (senior): Wollongong Wolves 
(Australia), Bellmare Hiratsuka (Japan), 
Parramatta Power (Australia), Roosendaal 
(Holland), Feyenoord (Holland), Sydney Olympic 
(Australia), Lyn (Norway), Brisbane Strikers 
(Australia), Mouscron (Belgium) 


Other Australian representative honours: 
Olympic games — 2000 finals (Sydney) 
Current club: Birmingham City (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): West Adelaide 
(Australia), West Ham United (England) 


Queensland Academy of Sport 

Current club: National Bucharest (Romania) 
Previous club (senior): Brisbane Strikers 
(Australia) 


Current club: FC Thun (Switzerland) 
Previous club (senior): Melbourne Knights 
(Australia), Perth Glory (Australia), Basel 
(Switzerland) 


Australian Schoolboy International 1991 
Australian Institute of Sport 1990-1991 

Current club: Newcastle United Jets (Australia) 
Previous clubs (senior): Sydney United 
(Australia), NAC Breda (Holland), Rijeka 
(Croatia), Sydney Olympic (Australia), 
Parramatta Power (Australia), Pahang 
(Malaysia) 


Games qualifiers 

Other Australian representative honours: 
Olympic Games — 2004 finals (Athens) 
Australian Schoolboy International 1992 
Australian Institute of Sport 1992-1993 
Current club: Borussia Miinchengladbach 
(Germany) 

Previous club (senior): Rangers (Scotland), 
Crystal Palace (England) 


Born: 7-Aug-73, England 
_ Position: Defender 
Socceroo honours: All internationals [1993- 
2004] 47 games (10 goals) 

A internationals: 42 games (10 goals) / Other 
internationals: 5 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20-1991 World Youth Cup finals 
(Portugal), 1993 World Youth Cup finals 
(Australia); Under 23- 1992 Olympic Games 


Born: 9-Mar-78, Sydney 

Position: Defender/Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1996- 
2005] 11 games 

A internationals: 11 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1997 World Youth Cup finals 
(Malaysia); Under 23— 2000 Olympic Games 
finals (Sydney) 


_ Born: 7-Jan-82, Taree 

— Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2002- 
2004] 10 games 

A internationals: 10 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17— 1999 World Youth Championship 
finals (New Zealand); Under 20— 2001 World 
Youth Cup qualifiers; Under 23— 2004 Olympic 


Born: 4-Jul-73, Sydney Position: Defender 
Socceroo honours: All internationals [1994- 
2005] 49 games (8 goals) 

A internationals: 47 games (7 goals) / Other 
internationals: 2 games (1 goal) 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17— 1989 World Youth Championship 
finals (Scotland); Under 20-— 1991 World Youth 


Born: 6-Oct-72, Sydney 

Position: Goalkeeper 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1993- 
2005] 30 games 

A internationals: 29 games / Other 
internationals: 1 game 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 17-1989 World Youth Championship 


Born: 10-Dec-75, Mount Gambier 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1997- 
2004] 36 games (6 goals) 

A internationals: 35 games (6 goals) / Other 
internationals: 1 game 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 1995 World Youth Cup finals (Qatar) 


lead-up matches, 1996 Olympic Games finals 
(Atlanta) 

Australian Institute of Sport 1990-1991 
Current club: Millwall (England) 

Previous clubs (senior): Sunshine George Cross 
(Australia), Heidelberg (Australia), South 
Melbourne (Australia), Crystal Palace 
(England), Wolverhampton Wanderers 
(England), Rangers (Scotland) 


Australian Institute of Sport 1994-1995 
Current club: Blackburn Rovers (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Millwall (England) 


Games finals (Athens) 

Australian Institute of Sport 1999 

Queensland Academy of Sport 

Current club: Newcastle United Jets (Australia) 
Previous club (senior): Brisbane Strikers 
(Australia), Sydney Olympic (Australia), Perth 
Glory (Australia) 


Cup finals (Portugal); Under 23— 1992 Olympic 
Games finals (Barcelona) 

Current club: Crystal Palace (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Sydney United 
(Australia), Sanfrecce Hiroshima (Japan) 


finals (Scotland); Under 20- 1991 World Youth 
Cup qualifiers 

Current club: Middlesbrough (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Marconi Stallions 
(Australia), Dynamo Dresden (Germany), 
Kaiserslautern (Germany), Bradford City 
(England) 


Other Australian representative honours: 
Olympic Games — 2000 finals (Sydney) 
Australian Institute of Sport 1992-1993 
Current club: Genclerbirligi (Turkey) 
Previous clubs (senior): North Geelong 
(Victoria), Hajduk Split (Croatia), Genk 
(Belgium) 


Born: 27-May-79, Wollongong 


~ Position: Striker/Midfielder 
- Socceroo honours: All internationals [2000- 


2005] 16 games (3 goals) 

A internationals: 16 games (3 goals) 
Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20-1999 World Youth Cup finals 
(Nigeria); 


Born: 22-May-73, Melbourne 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals {1995- 
2004] 27 games (1 goal) 

A internationals: 23 games {1 goal) / Other 
internationals: 4 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 23— 1996 Olympic Games finals (Atlanta) 


Born: 4-Jul-70, Adelaide 

Position: Defender 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [1991- 
2005] 82 games (3 goals) 

A internationals: 67 games (3 goals) / Other 


internationals: 15 games 


Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 23 — 1992 Olympic Games finals 
(Barcelona) 


Born: 2-Oct-81, Wollongong 

Position: Midfielder 

Socceroo honours: All internationals [2004- 
2005] 3 games 

A internationals: 3 games 

Underage Australian representative honours: 
Under 20— 2001 World Youth Cup finals 
(Argentina); Under 23 — 2004 Olympic Games 
finals (Athens) 


Born: 13-Apr-74, Sydney 
Position: Striker 


~ Socceroo honours: All internationals [1997- 
2004] 29 games (19 goals) 

_ Ainternationals: 29 games (19 goals) 

— Current club: Sydney FC (Australia) 
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Under 23-— 2000 Olympic Games lead-up 
matches 

Australian Institute of Sport 1996-1997 

Current club: Basel (Switzerland) 

Previous clubs (senior): Wollongong United 
(NSW), Wollongong Wolves (Australia), Sydney 
United (Australia), Parramatta Power 
(Australia), Lille (France) 


Current club: Leicester City (England) 
Previous clubs (senior): Bulleen (Victoria), 
Melbourne Knights (Australia), Salernitana 
(Italy), Baden (Switzerland), Stoke City 
(England), Manchester City (England) 


Australian Schoolboy International 1988 
Current club: Cardiff City (England) 

Previous clubs (senior): Adelaide City 
(Australia), Ekeren (Belgium), NAC Breda 
(Holland), Rangers (Scotland), Middlesbrough 
(England) 


Australian Institute of Sport 1998 

New South Wales Academy of Sport 
Current club: Bristol City (England) 
Previous club (senior): Middlesbrough 
(England) 


Previous clubs (senior): St George (New South 
Wales), Sydney United (Australia), Aarau 
(Switzerland), Ulm (Germany), Unterhaching 
(Germany), Walsall (England), Aberdeen, 
(Scotland), Eintracht Trier (Germany) 
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Name Club No. Name Club Name Year of Birth Club Country — 
WASIM KASID 1981 AIR FORCE FC IRAQ 
FW PAULAGOSTINO 1860 MUNICH DF LJUBOMILICEVIC FC THUN 
| HAIEDAR HASSAN 1982 TALABA IRAQ 
FW JOHN ALOIS! OSASUNA FW ANTE MILICIC NEWCASTLE JETS AQEEL ABDUL HUSSAIN 
GK CLINT BOLTON SYDNEY FC DF CRAIG MOORE B. M'GLADBACH MOAID SALIM 1984 TALABA IRAQ 
NASHAT AKRAM 1984 AL SHABAB SAUDI ARABIA 
MF MARCO BRESCIANO PARMA DF KEVINMUSCAT — MILLWALL SARGAN UARRAD OHKIAIAEG 
MF TIM CAHILL EVERTON DF LUCAS NEILL BLACKBURN ROVERS ALI JABIR 1986 KARBALA IRAQ 
ME SCOTT CHIPPERFIELD BASEL DF JADE NORTH NEWCASTLE JETS MOHAMMAD NASIR ae oe a 
HAWAR MOHAMED 1981 AIR FORCE FC IRAQ 
MF SIMON COLOSIMO PERTH GLORY DF TONYPOPOVIC CRYSTAL PALACE wiccen en an sees Pon. ain 
FW JASON CULINA FC TWENTE GK MARK SCHWARZER MIDDLESBROUGH HAIDAR ABDUL AMEER 1982 AL ZAWRA IRAQ 
MAHDI KAREEM 1983 TALABA IRAQ 
MF AHMADELRICH BUSAN! CONS MF JOSIP SKOKO GENCLERBIRLIGI 
WISAM ZAKI 1985 AL ZAWRA IRAQ 
MF BRETT EMERTON BLACKBURN ROVERS FW MILE STERJOVSKI = =BASEL HAIDAR A JASSIM 1979 AL ZAWRA IRAQ. 
ME VINCE GRELLA PARMA ME DANNY TIATTO LEICESTER CITY HAITHAM KADHUM 1983 AL ZAWRA IRAQ 
GK ZELJKO KALAC PERUGIA DF TONY VIDMAR CARDIFF CITY ies ee =e be 
SARMAD RASHEED 1981 AL ZAWRA IRAQ 
DF STEVELAYBUTT | KAAGHENT MF LUKEWILKSHIRE BRISTOL CITY LOUAI HASSAN 
DF STANLAZARIDIS  BIRMINGHAMCITY FW DAVIDZDRILIC ‘SYDNEY FC AHMAD K ASSAD 
DF JON McKAIN NATIONAL BUCURESTI “Head of Delegation HUSSAIN S MOHAMMED 


* Squad numb able at the time of printi Aieputy daten 
uad numbers unavaila ime of printing Official IBRAHIM KASIM 
Coach AKRAM A SALMAN Match OFFICIALS 

PHILLIP WOLANSKI Strength Conditioner oe Coach SABAH A SHEJAR a Referee PETER O'LEARY (New Zealand) 
FRANK FARINA Masseur ‘Assistant Coach ABDUL RAHIM H AUFI | Asst Referee NATHAN GIBSON (Australia) 
GRAHAM ARNOLD Media Manager GK-Asstant Coach AMER A ABDU HUSSEN “Se Asst Referee PETER VRTKOVSKI (Australia) 
TONY FRANKEN TV Unit Doctor HOMAN HAMDIE YOUN | Ath Official SIMON MICALLEF (Australia) 
DR ANDREW JOWETT _Geaar Steward ‘Stat SABIEH MEHABIS HASAN — 
LES GELIS Team Manager Staff ABDULA FALIEH KAZAR 
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“SOciaTIO’ 
No. Name 


HENDRO KARTIKO 


A TRIP TOA © ISMED SOFYAN 
POWEr 3a0e “=e oiLs ORTIZAN SALOSSA 


JACK K KOMBOY 


_—O05 MATCH CHARIS YULIANTO 
PLUS tHe CHANCE TO MOHAMMAD MAULY LESSY 


KICK FOR GOAL BOAZT E SALOSSA 


ELIE AIBOY 


a tlhe 5) 4 oO : Oo Oo C)* ILHAM JAYA KESUMA 


KURNIAWAN D YULIANTO 
PONARYO ASTAMAN 
YANDRI CHRISTIAN PITOY 


AGUS INDRA KURNIAWAN 
1 NIKE SPORTS , yr 
PACK TO BE WON.”) . # MRM AR ae 
EVERY DAY! 5, ~ JIMMY SURPARNO 

" Re oe | - SYAMSUL BACHRI C 
HAMKA HAMZAH 
FIRMANSYAH 
CHRISTIAN WORABAI 


MAHYADI PANGGABEAN 


Head of Delegation MUHAMMAD ZEIN Match OFFICIALS 
Head Coach PETER WITHE Referee HIROFUMI YAMANISHI (Japan)* 
FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN SIMPLY — > ae RTT TT peer 
PURCHASE A fowerace’ WITH A Se Assistant Coach FACHRI HUSAINI Asst Referee MATTHEW CREAM (Australia) 
a PROMOTIONAL NECK TAG FROM WIC ‘ Team Doctor ZAINI K SARAGIH Asst Referee JIM OULIARIS (Australia) 
POwWeERace” ANY PARTICIPATING CONVENIENCE {| __...* ~~ | Kit Manager SYAIFUL 4th Official MARK SHIELD (Australia) 
wy OR PETROLEUM STORE | On | 


Fai ull Carilene. of EnIFy;cMICnl 778 S08. COMSAT EI em emceAn CATER eee “To support the tsunami fundraising project the Japan Football Association have kindly supplied one of their FIFA 


11.59pm AEST 1.05.05. Major prize draw will take place at 12.01pm on 2.05.05. Prize weekend of ’ referees, Mr Hirofumi Yamanishi, for the match in Perth. 
travel during the month November 2005. Prize pool valued at up te $29,060. Total cost of entry will 
not exceed AUD $0.55 inc. GST. The Promoter is Coca-Cola Amatil (Aust) Pty Ltd, ABN 68 076 594 
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119, 71 Macquarie St, Sydney, NSW, 2000. Authorised under NSW Permit No TPLO5/1346. © 2005 
THE COCA-COLA COMPANY. “Powerade” and the “P” device are registered trade marks of The 
Coca Cola Company. *Offer available on Powerade, Powerade light and Powerade Active Water. 
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AustraliaSquadPROFILES 


Name: Melissa BARBERI 
Position: Goalkeeper 

Date of birth: 20 Jan 1980 
Home City: Melbourne 
Appearances (vs Country): 18 
Goals (vs Country): 0 


Name: Jo BURGESS 
Position: Midfielder 

Date of birth: 23 Sept 1979 
Home City: Sydney 
Appearances (vs Country): 0 
Goals (vs Country): 0 


Name: Joanne PETERS 
Position: Midfielder 

Date of birth: 11 Mar 1979 
Home City: Newcastle 
Appearances (vs Country): 71 
Goals (vs Country): 16 


MELISSA BARBIERI Name: Kim CARROLL Name: Kelly GOLEBIOWSKI Hane: Chen pone 
Position: Defender Position: Forward ee 
LEAH BLAYNEY = Date of birth: 2 Sep 1987 Date of birth: 26 July 1981 Dote:d) blest. Mar, Far 
JOANNE BURGESS Home City: Brisbane Home City: Sydney pres ity: tee 3 ): 104 
= Appearances (vs Country): 2 Appearances (vs Country): 62 doels (us Coahite ee : 
KIM CARROLL Goals (vs Country): 0 Goals (vs Country): 14 . . aie 
tL _ Name: Rhian DAVIES Name: Dimitra POULOS Position: Midfielder 
RHIAN DAVIES : | Position: Defender Position: Goalkeeper Date of birth: 23 Nov 1984 
LISA DE VANNA Date of birth: 5 Jan 1981 Date of birth: 28 Oct 1984 Home City: Brisbane 
Home City: Sydney Home City: Sydney Appearances (vs Country): 6 
ALICIA FERGUSON _ Appearances (vs Country): 40 Appearances (vs Country): 0 Goals (vs Country): 3 
ae Goals (vs Country): 2 Goals (vs Country): 0 N Jess MITCHELL 
ame: Jess 
HEATHER GARRIOCK Name: Lisa DE VANNA Name: Sarah WALSH Hesca7N eT raat 
Position: Striker Position: Striker ate of birth: 29 May 
KATHRYN GILL _ Date of birth: 14 Nov 1984 Date of birth: 11 Jan 1983 aoe City: eae cn 
OLEBIOWSKI LS Home City: Perth Home City: Sydney ppearances (vs Lountry): 
KELLY G Lj oe Previous clubs: Adelaide Sensation/ Appearances (vs Country): 12 Goals (vs Country): 0 
LANA HARCH AIS, SASI Goals (vs Country): 4 Name: Kate McSHEA 
i Appearances tvs Cou ae Position: Midfielder 
SELIN KURALAY Goals (vs Country): 5 Name: Sally SHIPARD Date of birth: 13 Apr 1983 
= 1 Position: Midfielder Current club: Brisbane 
COLLETTE McCALLUM Name: Alicia FERGUSON Date of birth: 20 Oct 1987 Appaatancas (ve Colmes 
= Position: Forward Home City: Sydney Goals (vs Country): 0 
KATE McSHEA Date of birth: 31 October 1981 Appearances (vs Country): 8 : 
JESSICA MITCHELL -_ Home City: Brisbane Goals (vs Country): 0 Name: ane WIRKUS 
Appearances (vs Country): 34 Position: Goalkeeper 
CAITLIN MUNOZ rl Goals (vs Country): 5 Name: Thea SLAYTER oe a alg l san 1982 
Position: Defender ome City: Adelaide 
) Name: Leah BLAYNEY Date of birth: 2 Feb 1983 Appearances (vs Country): 0 
JOANNE PETERS Lf Position: Midfielder Home City: Sydney Goals (vs Country): 0 
Date of birth: 4 July 1986 Appearances (vs Country): 16 1 eal 
CHERYL SALISBURY = Home City: Sydney Goals (vs Country): 1 pelt Se res 
SALLY SHIPARD Soe (ie Conca aaa Date of birth 25 Jan 1985 
r 4 | oals (vs Country): Positiontineranee Hom City: bie 0 
THEA SLAYTER : Name: Heather GARRIOCK Date of birth: 11 June 1979 Gnuis (va el Ng nist : 
AMY TAYLOR : 4 Hf Position: Midfielder Home City: Wollongong Cera iS SOUnEY!: 
Y = Date of birth: 21 Dec 1982 Appearances (vs Country): 26 Name: Collette McCALLUM 
Home City: Sydney Goals (vs Country): 3 Position: Midfielder 
DIMITRA POULOS SEH (vs serie 56 i | Date of birth: 26 March 1986 
oals (vs Country): ame: Kate Home City: Perth 
SARAH WALSH = eB : Position: Striker Appearances (vs Country): 2 
LYDIA WILLIAMS * Squad numbers unavailable at the time of printing Poke Cee Herve Chys Resi teal Goals (vs Country): 0 
EMMA WIRKUS a Date of birth: 13 May 1988 Appearances (vs Country): 8 Name: Caitlin MUNOZ 


* Squad numbers unavailable at the time of printing 


egation MR KUNIYA 


Home City: Canberra 
Appearances (vs Country): 0 


Goals (vs Country): 6 


Position: Forward 
Date of birth: 4 October 1983 


Home City: Canb 
MR HIRO Goals es: eowutialay Apposraioon We CoMNiryKD 
TOM SERMANNI MR MORI Goals (vs Country): 0 
JO SANDERS <2 
JAMES ILIC MA IES Match OFFICIALS — AUSTRALIA v JAPAN 
JULIAN Ria — Ref JACQUI MELKSHAM (A li Asst Ref SARAH HO (A li 
BERTHY MAY MS ATS eferee (Australia) sst Referee (Australia) 


Asst Referee MICHELLE TRELOAR (Australia) Ath Official KRYSTYNA SZOKOLAI (Australia) 


ADAM HEWITT 
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Beach fishing, Western Australia. 


AUSTRALIA 
By Michael C 
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As you settle into your seat this evening, consider one 
important question. The next time you pay to watch a 
football match, will it be to watch the national team, or will 
it be to watch the new Hyundai A-League? 


Your answer will determine whether 
you truly believe the game in this 
country has turned the corner. The vast 
majority of football lovers believe it 
has. 


For the game's administrators, the task 
is to convert that perception into 
reality. The Qantas Socceroos remain a 
significant part of the equation. But 
the Hyundai A-League has an equally 
important role to play. 


For many years, the game has been 
divided into two distinct fan bases — 
those who watch the national team, 
and those who watch their club team. 
The new national competition, which 
kicks off in August, is designed to bring 
the game together. 


“Uniting the tribes” is how Football 
Federation Australia chief executive 
John O'Neill describes the mission. For 
whatever reason, the old National 
soccer League was never able to 
achieve that aim. The Hyundai 
A-League, however, has a much better 
chance of success. 


Why? One team per city, for starters. If 
you want to watch elite club football, 
and you live in Sydney, then Aussie 
Stadium — home of Sydney FC — is the 
only place to be. Likewise Brisbane, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Perth, 
Newcastle and the Central Coast. No 
choices, no distractions. 


Your city, your team. 


Domestic club football intends to 
rebuild itself on firm foundations. The 
old NSL expanded to 16 clubs at one 
stage. The Hyundai A-League is 
starting with half that number. What 
that means Is that precious resources 
— both on and off the field — are being 
concentrated, rather than diluted. 
Half the size, twice the product. That's 
the aim. 


Each of the foundation clubs will be 
given a five-year guaranteed tenure to 
help them nurture, and grow. 
Expansion, when It comes, will only 
occur when, and if, the market 
demands it. In the meantime, building 
credibility is the key. 


Building doesn't only take time; it 
takes money. Crucially, capitalisation 
has been a cornerstone of the 
establishment process. Individually, 
each of the eight clubs (including the 
New Zealand Knights) has had to 
prove the credentials of its investors, 
illustrate the viability of its 
projections, and restrain itself on 
costs. From the start the League's 
Head of Operations, Matt Carroll, has 
made it clear the competition would 
start slowly, and build gradually. 


Mechanisms, including a cap on player 
salaries, have been put in place to 
make sure each club remains on an 
even keel. FFA intends to avoid the 
boom-bust cycle of the old league, at 
all costs. 


ot ae 
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A-LEAGUE 


Collectively, the FFA will also be 
putting its shoulder to the wheel. 
There will be centralised marketing, 
centralised sponsorship, and 
centralised merchandising, while 
agreement has been reached with Fox 
Sports to broadcast 68 of the 84 games 
live. From the choice of playing strips, 
to the choice of stadiums, the FFA 
wants the new league to be presented 
in the best, and most professional, 
light. 


Thus we arrive at the most important 
turn in the road. Novelty value, slick 
marketing and modern stadiums will — 
unquestionably — boost attendances at 
the start. With 18 months between the 
passing of the NSL and the birth of the 
Hyundai A-League, by the time August 
arrives true football fans will be 
desperate for a weekly fix. 


But the new competition doesn't only 
need true football fans, it needs new 
ones. Some of whom are here tonight. 
If you are an occasional supporter, 
what will convert you into a regular 
one? The off-field package helps bring 
you through the gate, but the on-field 
package is what will probably keep 
you coming back. The long-term 
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standard to the point where Australia's 
domestic showpiece is as good as it 
can possibly be. That won't be the 
serie A, the Primera Liga, the 
Bundesliga, or the Premiership, but 
think Holland, Belgium, ‘Scotland, 
Japan, Korea or the United States. 
Given time, and perseverance, there is 
no reason why not. 


The FFA remains well aware that fans 
want good teams, good players, and 
good games, to watch. It's why plans 
are afoot to establish a fund to finance 
the return of more and more Socceroos 
from Europe. It's why each club has a 
dispensation to sign a “marquee” 
player outside the salary cap. It’s why 
there are only eight teams, and squads 
have been limited to just 20 players. 
Concentrating the best of Australia’s 
home-based talent, adding some 
expatriates to the mix, and then icing 
the cake with a variety of foreign 
imports, is the formula for the Hyundai 
A-League to get off the ground. 
Stability outside the dressing room 
should ensure rosters will only 
improve as the seasons wear on. 


Already, we know the new league is 
on the right track. In the Qantas 
socceroo squad tonight there are 
five players contracted to Hyundai 
A-League clubs. David Zdrilic (Sydney 
FC) has just returned from a long spell 
in Europe to happily discover his 
homecoming has not affected his 
chances of international selection. 
Clint Bolton (Sydney FC), Jade North, 
Ante Milicic (both Newcastle United), 
and Simon Colosimo (Perth Glory) have 
been home for a while, but remain in 
the frame in a World Cup year. Archie 
Thompson has read the mood, and 
agreed to leave Belgium to join 
Melbourne Victory at the end of this 
European season, and at the time of 
writing it seemed his Qantas Socceroo 
teammates Kevin Muscat and Tony 
Vidmar could be joining him. Coach 
Frank Farina has always championed 
ihe cause of home-based players, and 


the Hyundai A-League has given the 
local hopefuls a new lease of life. 


Having players — striving for 
international selection will certainly 
help make matches more compelling. 
That not only applies to the Qantas 
Socceroos, but also the various 
national youth teams. Australian youth 
coach Ange Postecoglou has long been 
a fierce advocate of the merits of 


Melbourne Victory signing Archie Thompson on the ball for Australia 


young players learning their trade at 
home. The Hyundai A-League Is clearly 
on course to revitalise domestic 
football as a breeding ground. 
Combined with plans to take a Hyundai 
A-League team to Asia on a regular 
basis, playing in Australia will help 
towards playing for Australia — for 
players at both ends of the spectrum. 


And it is not only Australians who are 
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Sydney FC’s David Zdrillic on the attack 


going to savour the experience of 
being part of the world’s newest 
professional league. As many as 16 
nationalities could be represented in 
the inaugural season, including six 
players — Qu Shengqging (Adelaide 
United, China), Shin Tae-yong 
(Queensland Roar, South Korea), 
Geoffrey Claeys (Melbourne Victory, 
Belgium), Henry Fa’Arado (Perth Glory, 
Solomon Islands), Danny Hay and 
Noah Hickey (New Zealand Knights, 
New Zealand) — who have been 
capped at full international level. 


And at the time of writing, arguably 
the highest-profile target, Dwight 
Yorke (Sydney FC, Trinidad and Tobago) 
was still deliberating about putting 
pen to paper. 


All these players — homegrown or 
otherwise — add up to box-office 
appeal in their various markets. And if 
they are not reason enough to get you 
through the turnstiles, the eight 
coaches — to a man — have pledged to 
encourage attacking football. Their 
ranks include former internationals 
Pierre Littbarski (Germany) and Steve 


McMahon (England), who are in 
charge of Sydney FC and Perth Glory 
respectively, while the remaining 
coaches have largely learnt their trade 
in Australia, but have drawn from 
English, Scottish and even Israeli 
influences. 


If nothing else, the Hyundai A-League 
is going to be a melting pot — a 
window to the world game, in every 
sense. 


© Michael Cockerill is the football 
writer for the Sydney Morning Herald 


© courtesy of City of Sydney/First Light Photography 


There's no place in the world like Sydney 


visit seesydney.com.au to find out why 
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CouldHistoryRepeat? 


By Ben Coonan 


Though Iraq and Indonesia’s football history against 
Australia is brief, particular encounters shared between 
Australia and their Asian opponents are etched deep into 


Australian football folklore. 


All up, Australia has faced Iraq twice 
at senior level and Indonesia twelve 
times. However, four of the afore- 
mentioned meetings are among the most 
significant in Australian football history. 


In 1973, Australia faced both Iraq and 
Indonesia twice on home soil as part 
of their World Cup qualification 
campaign for West Germany, 1974. 


Famously, this was to be, as yet, 
Australia's only appearance at a World 
Cup finals, and a pair of wins over 
Indonesia plus a win and draw against 
lraq went a long way towards securing 
what has become one of the most 
elusive prizes in Australian sport. 


Indonesia went down 6-1 and 2-0 in 
Sydney, with Iraq falling 3-1 at the 
same venue and drawing 0-0 in 
Melbourne. This was enough to see 
Australia finish top of their four-team 
group and clear the first hurdle on their 
road to Germany. 


In a bizarre circumstance of déja vu, 
New Zealand were Australia’s 
remaining opponents in their four- 
team pool in 1973, and the Kiwis will 
be the Qantas Socceroos’ next opponent 
following Tuesday's match in Perth. 


More recently, Australia faced Iraq at 
Under 23 level at last August's Athens 
Olympic Games. Unquestionably, Iraq's 
football performance at these Games 
was one of the more memorable 
sporting feats of 2004. 


Having knocked off European heavy- 
weights Portugal and emerging Central 


American force Costa Rica at the group 
stage, Iraq came up against Frank 
Farina’s side in the last eight. 


The Australians were denied, arguably, 
their three most influential players for 
the match due to suspension — skipper 
Craig Moore, goal poaching midfielder 
Tim Cahill and Ahmad Elrich, who many 
thought to be Australia’s best performed 
player throughout the tournament. 


Despite being significantly depleted in 
numbers, the Australians performed 
exceptionally for the greater part of 
what was a rugged encounter, save for 
a final touch in front of goal. 


To their credit, lrag, then coached by 
2004 Asian Football Confederation 
coach of the year Adnan Hamd 
Majeed, grafted a second half match 
winner through an inspired piece of 
finishing by midfield ace Emad 
Mohammed. Mohammed's athletic 
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Australian coach Rale Rasic chaired from the field as Australia 


qualifies for the 1974 World Cup 
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overhead strike ended Australia’s 
participation in Athens and laid further 
credentials to an lraqi fairytale that 
had consumed millions of sports fans 
in Iraq and around the world. 


Indonesia last faced Australia in 1992, 
when goals from former Perth Glory 
striker Alistair Edwards, midfielder lan 
Gray and captain Paul Wade saw 
Australia claim a 3-0 victory at the 
Independence Cup in Jakarta. 


Indonesia's only win against Australia 
arrived a little over a decade earlier, 
when they ran out 1-0 winners at 
suribaya in August, 1981. 


In a year that Australian football fans 
are desperately hoping for an 
Australian appearance at football's 
greatest showpiece, it is a fitting and 
uncanny coincidence that they are to 
face the very same opponents they 
matched up against 32 years earlier 
when the circumstances were very 
much the same. 


Should the end result match what was 
achieved in 1974, one can be sure that 
another series of matches against two 
of Australia's more historically 


significant Asian opponents will be 
remembered with similar fondness in 
the future. 


RisinefromtheAshes 


By Ben Coonan 


Iraq's Athens Olympics campaign was one of the true sporting highlights of 2004. Faced with 
unfathomable hardship at home and forced to prepare in frightful conditions, the unfancied 
lraqis reached the semi finals of the 16-team tournament, defeating Portugal, Costa Rica and 


Australia along the way. 


Millions of lragis at home and around 
the world were celebrating a unique 
footballing triumph and one that truly 
celebrated the potential for football to 
promote global unity. 


Athens showed that Iraq's passion and 
fervour for their national sport has 
remarkably lost no momentum in 
recent years and over two weeks in 
Greece, another page of incredible 
sporting romance and melodrama was 
written into Iraqi football history. 


At present, lraq are ranked 44th in 
FIFA’s World Rankings, 14 places 
ligher than Australia. Their highest 
ever World Ranking was in October 
ast year, when FIFA placed them at 39. 
Conversely, their lowest was in July 
1996 when they sunk to 139th. 


In 21 matches in 2004, Iraq won seven, 
drew four and lost ten, with the 
highlight arriving in the final group 
match of their relatively successful 
7004 Asian Cup campaign, where they 
defeated traditional Asian 
heavyweights Saudi Arabia 2-1 in 
Chengdu. Iraq exited the Asian Cup - 
their fifth appearance at Asia’‘s 
quadrennial meet — at the quarterfinal 
stage after a 3-0 loss to hosts China. 


China was also the opposition that 
ended lraq’s most successful Asian Cup 
lilt, which ended in a 1-0 semi-final 
loss to the Chinese in Iran in 1976. 


Unlike Australia, lraq’s World Cup 
dream for 2006 is over, after the Gulf 
ation dropped out of the running 


having finished second to underrated 
Uzbekistan in their must-win qualifying 
group. 


Like Australia though, Iraq have 
appeared at a World Cup finals on one 
occasion, in Mexico 1986, where they 
finished bottom of their group after 
one-goal losses to Belgium, Paraguay 
and the hosts. 


lraq comes to Sydney on the back of 
their young players display in Greece 
with a host of emerging talent and an 
ambition to build for the future. 


Heading up the lragi challenge is 23- 
year-old midfielder Qusay Muneer, 
whom many believe belongs to the 
highest echelon of Asian footballers. 
Playing domestically with Qatar's Al- 
Khor, Muneer was a regular fixture for 
lraq at their Asian Cup and Olympic 
Games campaigns in 2004 and was 
awarded the title of Iraq footballer of 
the year by Iraq's Sport Today 
magazine. 


Another jewel in the lragi crown is 
Muneer'’s Al-Khor team-mate Younes 
Mahmoud, 22, a striker with celebrity 
status in his homeland. Mahmoud is 
the only lraqi sportsman to boast a 
dedicated fans website and was a 
nominated for Asia‘’s young player of 
the year award in 2003. 


Another player sure to catch the eye is 
23-year-old Emad Mohammed, whom 
Australian fans are sure to remember 
for his astonishing match winner 
against Frank Farina’s side in Athens. 


lrag are coached by Akram Salman, 49, 
who is returning to Iraq's top job for 
the fourth time. 


Interestingly enough, Ahmed has had 
Success against Australia before, as 
he was assistant coach to Anwar 
Jassam for Iraq's under 20 side when 
they defeated the Qantas Young 
Socceroos 10-9 in a penalty shoot-out 
after scores were locked 1-1 at 
Singapore's Merlion Cup in 1984. 


Coach of Iraq until July last year was 
former Perth Glory mastermind, Bernd 
Stange, the former East German coach 
having guided the team through the 
Olympic qualifiers before quitting the 
post due to the situation in the country 
at the time. 


Indeed, consistent security concerns 
have severely hampered the Iraqi 
football scene in recent years with the 
senior team having not played a home 
match since July 2002, where they 
defeated Syria 2-1 in Baghdad. 


Positively though, the Iraqi Football 
Association have recently re-launched 
their re-structured domestic league 
with the current season due to 
conclude in May. 


Despite adversity the likes of which 
most international football teams are 
unlikely to ever experience, Iraq have 
continued to flag their spirit and 
ambition on the world stage and those 
attributes will no doubt again be on 
display at Telstra Stadium. 
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Asia’sSleepingGiant? 


By Ben Coonan 


Indonesia are the fourth most populous nation in the world with some 250 million residents 
and although they have a passion for football they have generally struggled to make an 


impact on the world stage. 


Presently, Indonesia is ranked 92 in the 
world by FIFA, ahead of past World Cup 
finalists Korea DPR (95), Bolivia (97), 
and New Zealand (98). 


Whilst not being a_ prominent 
challenger in their Asian confederation, 
Indonesia have earned a_ rugged 
reputation in recent years through 
determined performances in World 
Cup and Asian Cup qualifying 
campaigns and solid showings at the 
bi-annual Tiger Cup — a competition 
exclusively for countries from South 
East Asia. 


At the most recent Tiger Cup held in 
Malaysia and Vietnam in January of 
this year, Indonesia lost out to 
Singapore 5-2 on aggregate after a 
home and away final series. 


Indonesia have only failed to make the 
Tiger Cup final on two occasions from 
five attempts, but have also failed to 
claim the title yet, having fallen to 
Thailand twice consecutively in the two 
tournaments preceding this year's. 


The Tiger Cup's predecessor, the South 
East Asian Games, has twice been won 
by Indonesia in 1987 and 1991. 


In World Cup qualification, Indonesia 
has been equally competitive, but has 
yet to break through permanently into 
Asia's top bracket of nations. 


In attempting to qualify to Germany 
2006, Indonesia were grouped with 
Turkmenistan, Sri Lanka and traditional 
heavyweights Saudi Arabia in a must 
win group and performed, arguably, 


above expectations by missing out on 
second place to Turkmenistan due to 
goal difference only. 


The closest Indonesia has come to 
Snaring an unprecedented place 
amongst Asia’s elite was in attempting 
to qualify for Korea/Japan in 2002, 
when four wins consecutively against 
the Maldives and Cambodia set up a 
pair of “winner takes all” matches 
against China. 


History will show that the Indonesians 
were proven to be out of their depth by 
eventual qualifiers China, who put 
seven goals past their opponents in 
two matches. 


Before joining FIFA officially in 1952, 
Indonesia can lay claim to their 
solitary World Cup finals appearance 
— in France 1938 where they 
participated under the guise Dutch East 
Indies. 


The tournament was a short one for the 
Dutch East Indies, who lost to Hungary 
first up in the knockout styled 
tournament 6-0. 


Within their confederation, Indonesia 
has achieved modest success at the 
Asian Cup. 


After three first round exits in 1968, 
1996 and 2000, indonesia followed suit 
in 2004 with an early trip home from 
the championships in China. 


Having notched an impressive 2-1 win 
over Qatar in their opening match, 
subsequent losses to the hosts and 


Bahrain ended the Indonesians’ 
involvement. 


Regardless of another group stage exit, 
significant strides have been made 
recently under new coach Peter Withe, 
a former English international, who is 
looking to further enhance Indonesia's 
standing in their region. 


Indonesia’s best chance for success at 
Subiaco Oval possibly rests with striker 
Bambang Paungkas, one of a rare crop 
of Indonesians to experience a stint 
overseas — with EHC Norad in the 
Netherlands. 


Goalkeeper Hendro Kartiko was the 
star for his side at the Asian Cup and 
is the only Indonesian ever to be 
named in an Asian team of the year, in 
2000. 


The interest caused by football in 
their home country is immense and 
with things starting to turn around 
on the field, Indonesia are slowly 
starting to blossom on the international 
stage. 


Winning Partnership 


The Australian Sports Commission is the Australian Government agency responsible for the 


funding and development of sport in Australia. Through its two main programs — the Australian 
Institute of Sport, and Sport Performance and Development — the Australian Sports Commission 
supports a wide range of initiatives designed to develop sporting excellence and increase 


participation in sport by all Australians. 


Football Federation Australia is one of 75 national sporting organisations that have formed 


winning partnerships with the Australian Sports Commission to develop their sports in Australia. 


Wwww.ausport.gov.au 
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